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Ile dabit populo, patribufque, equitique legendum:- 
MART. 


252 HEN I confider the abfurd tafte for lite- 

ye rature that once prevailed among our perfons | 
2 of diftinétion, I cannot but applaud the i 
Ve2 reformation which has been fince brought } 








about in this article by the polite world. A 
Duke of Newcajftle made himfelf remarkable by a Trea- Hil 
tife on Horfemanfhip ; a Rochefer fupplied the place of Ovid | | 
in the clofets of men of pleafure ; and even the ladies of i} 
former ages facrificed to love in Novels and Romances,— 
I will not mention a Shaft/bury, as our prefent age has pro- 4 
duced a Bolinbroke—We of this generation are wifer than H 
to fuffer our youth of quality to lofe their precious time in 
ftudying the 4elles lettres, while our only care is to intro- 
Bbb duce 


























140 The CONNOISSEUR. No. 24. 


duce them into the beau monde. A modern peer, inftead 
of laying down the theory of horfemanfhip, is perfect in 
the practice, and commences jockey himfelf; and our rakes 
of fafhion are content with acting the fcenes which Rocheffer 
defcribed. Our ladies are, indeed, very well qualified to 
publith a recital of amours; and one in particular has al- 
ready entertained the world with memoirs of her own 
intrigues, cuckoldoms and elopements. 


I am very glad to find the prefent age fo entirely free 
from pedantry: fome part of the polite world read indeed, 
but they are fo wife as to read only for amufement; or at 
leaft only to improve themfelves in the more modern and 
fafhionable fciences. A Treatife on Whift has more ad- 
-mirers than a Syftem of Logic, and a New Atalantis would 
be more univerfally read than a Practice of Piety. A fine 
gentleman or lady would no more chufe the mind of a 
pedant, than the perfon of a cook-maid or a porter. I can- 
not therefore but approve of the plan laid down by the 
writer of the following letter, and would recommend it to 
all perfons of fafhion to fubfcribe to his propofals. 


Jo Mr. TOWN. 

SIR, 

Have long obferved with infinite regret the little care 

that is taken to fupply perfons of diftin@tion with pro- 
per books for their inftru@tion and amufement. It is no 
wonder that they fhould be fo averfe to ftudy, when learn- 
ing is rendered fo difagreeable. Common creatures indeed, 
as {oon as they can fpell, may be made to read a dull chap- 
ter in the Teftament ; after which the Whole Duty of Man, 


or fome other ufelefs good book, may be put into their hands: 


but 
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but thefe can never inftruét a man of the world to fay fine 
things to a lady, or to fwear with a good grace. Among 
a few dirty pedants the knowledge of Greek and Latin may 
be cultivated; but among fine gentlemen thefe are juftly 
difcarded for French and Italian. Why fhould perfons of 
quality trouble themfelves about Mathematics and Philo- 
fophy, or throw away their time in fcratching circles and 
triangles on a flate, and then rubbing them out again? 
All the Algebra requifite for them to know, is the combi- 
nation of figures on the dice; nor could Euclid be of any 
ufe to them, except he had reprefented the moft graceful 
attitudes in fencing, or drawn out the lines of a minuet, 


In order to remedy thefe inconveniences, and that the 
erudition of perfons of fafhion may be as different from the 
vulgar knowledge of the reft of mankind as their drefs, 
I have formed a project for regulating their ftudies, An’ old 
crabbed Philofopher once tolda monarch, that there was no 
Royal way of learning the Mathematics :—Firft then, as to 
the mufty volumes which contain Greek, Latin, and the 
Sciences, (fince there is no genteel method of coming at the 
knowledge of them,) I would banifh them intirely from the 
polite world, and have them chained down in univerfity 
libraries, the only places where they can be ufeful or enter- 
taining. Having thus cleared the fhelves of this learned 
lumber, we fhall have room to fill them more elegantly. 
To this end I have colleéted all fuch books as are proper to 
be perufed by people of quality, and fhall fhortly make my 
Scheme public by opening a handfome room under the title 
of the Polite Circulating Library. Many of my books are 
entirely new and original: all the modern novels, and moft 
of the periodical papers fall fo dire@tly in with my plan, 
that they will be fure to find a place in my library; and 

: if 
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if Mr. Toww fthews himfelf an encourager of my fcheme; 
I hall expeét to fee peers and peerefies take up the pen, 


and fhinée in the Connoisszur. 





I INTEND in the beginning of the winter to publith 
my propofals at large, and in the mean time beg you to 
fubmit the following {pecimen of my books to the public. 


CATALOGUE of BOOKS, &c. 





Evelation, a Romance, 
The Complete Cook. By Solomon Gundy. 
The Gentleman’s Religion. By a Free-Thinker. 


Differtation on Parties, Or an Eflay on breaking of Eggs; 
Addreffed to the Big and Little Endians, 





| A Defence of Alexander the Copperfmith againft St. Paul; 
By the late Lord Bolinbroke. 


The Practice of Bagnios: or the Modern Method of 
Sweating; 


The Ladies Difpenfatory: Containing the moft approved 
Recipes for Tooth-Powders, Lip-Salves, Beautifying 
Lotions, Almond Paftes, Ointments for Freckles, Poma- 
tums, and Hyfteric Waters; according to the prefent 
Practice. 


A Defcription of rut Wortp; with the Latitudes of 
Vaux-Hall, Ranelagh, the Theatres, the Opera-~Houfe, &c, 
calculated for the Meridian of St. James’s; 


A Map. of the Roads leading to Tybutn. By James 
Maclean, Efq; late Surveyor of tthe High-Ways. 


Effay 
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Effay on Delicacy. By an Enfign of the Guards, 
The Art of Diffembling. From the French. 


A New Way to pay old Debts. From the Original pubs 
lifhed at Berlin. 


The Spirit of Laws. With Notes on the Game-A@, the 
Jew-Bill, and the Bill for preventing Marriages, 


Jargon verfus Common Senfe. By a Bencher of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, 


Univerfal Arithmetic: Containing Calculations for laying 
the Odds at Horfe-racing, Cocking, Card-playing, &c. 


Optics, or the Ufe of Opera-Glaffes; with the Impor- 
tance and Benefit of Near-Sightednefs confidered. To 
which is added a Differtation on the portable Pocket 
Looking-Glafs, 


The Modern Gymnafium. By Broughton, 


Geometry made eafy, and adapted to the meaneft Capacity, 
By N. Dukes, Dancing-Mafter to Grown Gentlemen. 


De Oratore, or the Art of {peaking on all Subjects, By 
Andrew Mac Broad, F. R. H. S. Fellow of the Robin 
Hood Society. 


A Differtation on the Miracle of the Five Loaves. By the 
Baker, Prefident of the fame Society. 


Garrick upon Death ; with an Account of the feveral 
diftortions of the face and writhings of the body, and 
particular DireCtions concerning Sighs, Groans, Ohs, 
Ahs, &c. &c. for the ufe of Young Actors, 


The Court Regifter ; Containing an exact Lift of all public 
* Days, Routs, Affemblies, &c. where and when kept. 


The Englifhman in Paris. 
Cec The 
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The whole Duty of Woman. Difperfed under the Articles 
of Vifiting, Cards, Mafquerades, Plays, Drefs, &c. 


A Differtation on the Waters of Tunbridge, Cheltenham, 
Scarborough, and the Bath: Shewing their wonderful 
Efficacy in removing the Vapours;— with Directions 
how to affift their Operations by ufing the Exercife of 


Country-Dancing. 


The Traveller’s Guide, or Young Nobleman’sVade Mecum: 
Containing an exact Lift of the moft eminent Peruke 
Makers, Taylors, and Dancing-Mafters, &c. Being the 
Sum of a Gentleman’s Experience during his Tour thro’ 
France and Italy. 


Falfe Honour, or the Fafhionable Combat. — Hounflow 
Heath, or the Dernier Refort.— The Suicide, or the 


Tragedies. 





Coup de Grace. 


The Virgin unmafked.— Mifs in her Teens.—The De- 
bauchees.— She would if fhe could.— The Carelefs 
Hufband. — The Wanton Wife.—The Innocent Adul- 

Comedies ; as they are now acting with uni- 





tery. 
verfal applaufe. 


The True Patriot, a Farce. 


Handeli, Geminiani, Degiardini, Chabrani, Pafquali, Paf- 
qualini, Pafferini, Baumgarteni, Guadagni, Frafi, Galli, 
item aliorum harmoniofiflimorum Signororum et Signo- 
rarum Opera. 


I am, fir, Your humble Servant, 


Jacos Exzevir, 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofler Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 

















